
 
      

     The song was released in 1992. 
Every Christmas, I hear it because it 
is a family tradition to play the 
Amy Grant Christmas album. The 
song is entitled “Grown Up 
Christmas List.” The gist of the 
song is how our wish list for 
Christmas changes as we mature. 
Instead of our childhood fantasies 
or gifts for ourselves, we turn our 
focus to gifts for a world in need.   
     Using that song as my basis for 
this Christmas article, I want to 
speak of my grown up Christmas 
list. As a kid, my Christmas list 
included such items as a Batman 
Utility belt, a Hot Wheels race 
track, a Secret Sam briefcase (filled 
with stuff for a secret agent), and a 
Kansas City Chiefs sweatshirt.   
     Now as an adult, my thoughts 
echo Amy’s song. Her grown up 
Christmas list contains the 
following: “No more lives torn 
apart, then wars would never start, 
and time would heal all hearts.  

And everyone would have a friend. 
And right would always win. And 
love would never end.” What a list 
for a world in need.   
     And as followers of Christ, we 
know that the most important 
friend everyone needs is Jesus. If 
we have Jesus as our friend, then 
we have a life that is truly blessed. 
Jesus is what Christmas is all about.  
Matthew states, “’Behold, the 
virgin shall be with child, and shall 
bear a son, and they shall call His 
name Immanuel, which translated 
means ‘God with us.’” 
     Jesus is the friend that is always 
with us. Jesus is the friend that 
heals lives torn apart. He is the 
friend that heals our hearts. May 
you find some precious time this 
Christmas season to spend it with 
your friend, Jesus. May your grown 
up Christmas list include Jesus 
front and center. Merry Christmas. 
  

 Serving Jesus together,  
  Brian 

 

 

Senior Minister - Brian S. Brubaker 

Email: briansbrubaker@gmail.com 

Office Number: (918) 542-9816 

We believe it is important to keep  
serving our community, supporting 
our missionaries, and employing our 
staff during this time. So we encourage 
you to please consider giving as you 
would normally give. You can do this 
by mailing a check to the church (2424 
N. Main, Miami), coming by the office, 
or giving online from our website:  
https://www.fccmiamiok.com/give  
 

Thank you for your continuous  
support during this uncertain time! 

Money Needed for December: $77,400 
 

Week of November 30-December 6 

Tithes: $19,295.21 

Building Debt: $3,360.46 
 

Week of December 7-13 

Tithes: $17,512.52 

Building Debt: $1,996.36 
 

Total tithes for December: $36,807.73 

https://www.fccmiamiok.com/give/


 

Join us Sunday mornings 
at 9:45 in the PARTY as we 
discuss what is entailed in 
becoming more like Christ. 

Family  

Christmas  

Service 
Sunday, December 20 at 

6:00pm in the Auditorium 
 

Creation City and Power Zone kids 

will sing the songs that we have 

been practicing at the beginning of  

the Family Christmas Service. Kids 

need to please be at the church at 

5:45pm dressed in their Sunday 

best. See Kristen for more details! 

We will not meet for Wednesday 
nights on December 16, 23, and 30!  

We will resume on January 6! 

I want to say a big thank you to all of our FCC Youth Group Sponsors!  
 

• Steve and Holly Engelbrecht 
• Brandon and Katie Fletcher 
• Mark and Kim Folks 
• Brandon Foster 
• Ryan and Crystal Gleaves 
• Nick and Madeline Highsmith 
• Dan and Becky Watt 
• And of course my wife, Sarah Corter 

 

You guys rock! You are making such a significant impact on the lives of our 
youth and helping to grow God’s Kingdom with your work!  

 

Thank you for taking the time each week to pour into the lives of our youth!  
We couldn’t do this without your love and support! 

 

Merry Christmas to each of you!  -Love, Lance and Sarah Corter 

Ducks, Ducks, 

and More Ducks! 
 

Have you seen the ducks floating 

around our building? We purchased an 

assortment of  little rubber ducks to 

use as prizes for our Harvest Party.  

We had a “few” of  them left, so we are  

using them as incentives for learning 

our memory verses. The kids have  

responded very well and have earned 

several more ducks! If  you see one of  

our kids walking around with a duck, 

ask them if  they know a memory verse 

to share with you! I am so proud of  

our FCC kids and their willingness to 

learn God’s Word. I pray it will have 

an eternal impact on their lives.  



 

 

  

Senior Minister        
Associate Minister      
Youth Minster    
Children’s Director      
Creative Arts Director            
Secretary 
Financial Secretary   
Connect Groups Minister 

 
 
Bill Becker 
Todd Chenoweth 
Chuck Coyne 
Steve Engelbrecht 
Ryan Gleaves 
Mark Grigsby 
Nick Highsmith 
  

 

Kevin Bell  
Joe Bryson 
Larry Gatewood 
Chip Hammons 
Keith Karsten  
 

      

 

8:30 Service 
Sunday School 
10:45 Service 
Evening 
 

Baby Nursery 
Toddlers 
Preschool 
PowerZone 
Middle School 
High School 
Town & Campus 
New Beginnings 
Koinonia 
Step By Step 
New Life 
Berean 
Sooners 
Martin Fellowship 
Discovery 
Purpose Driven 

 

 

Brian S. Brubaker 
Jerad Joslin 

Lance Corter 
Kristen Steele 

Brandon Foster 
Amanda Bryson 

Francine Ogle 
Brandon Fletcher 

 

 
George Hubbard 
Steve Hudspeth 

David Meador 
Terry Pryor 

Bruce Tippit 
Cecil Walker 

 

 
 

George Marshall 
Richard Patterson 

Kaleb Smith 
Shane Smith 

Chris Windle 

 

 

 

 

 

Below are the different ways you can find everything about 
FCC online. You can view past Sunday morning services, our 
daily videos of God’s Promises for You, and get church  
updates and weather cancellations. Just click on each link, and 
please feel free to share them with your friends and family as 
we try to “Be the Light” for those around us, near and far! 

 

FCC on YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCsnofSVLjUDYSojQuGKbU_A  

 

FCC on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/fccmiamiok/  

 

Our FCC Website 

https://www.fccmiamiok.com/  

 

FCC Connect Groups on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/fccmiamiokconnectgroups/  

     I believe it was two years ago during our Sunday morning 
Christmas service that I first heard Elevation Worship’s song 
“Here Comes Heaven.” When it comes to Christmas music, I 
am usually not a fan of the newer, more modern songs. I love 
the hymns, carols, and more traditional classics. But standing 
in our darkened sanctuary, surrounded by the glow of the 
Christmas lights on stage and candlelight spreading around 
the room, listening to the lyrics of this song, you cannot help 
but be overrun with emotion from the hope and excitement we 
have because of Christ’s birth. This song reminds us that the 
promised coming of our Savior was fulfilled that glorious 
night, bringing with it a new light and hope that our dark 
world desperately needed!  

     The chorus of this song is Angels, let your song begin. Here 
comes Heaven. Christ is born in Bethlehem. Here comes Heaven. 
You can just imagine the heavenly host sharing the good 
news that our Savior came down from Heaven that joyous 
night! But it is the verses that get me the most. They remind 
us why we celebrate the birth of Christ and what it meant 
for believers from that night on.  
 

   Children, weep no more. Hope is on the horizon. Weary world 
behold, your promised Messiah. 
   Sinner, wait no more. Love has broken the silence. Come let us 
adore, the Savior is with us. 
   Now, behold His glory. Glory in the highest. All the earth  
rejoice for Christ is born. 
   Over all who mourn breaks the dawn of salvation.  
Darkness reigns no more, for Jesus is greater. He is greater. 
 

     There are so many things I want to say about the words of 
this song. Each verse has its own special meaning and gives us 
a reason to celebrate. But the part I want to look at most is the 
final verse. At the end of Luke chapter 1, Luke tells us about 
Zechariah’s prophecy of the Savior that is coming and what 

role his son, John the Baptist, will have in His coming. “You 
will prepare the way for the Lord. You will tell his people how to 
find salvation through forgiveness of their sins. Because of 
God’s tender mercy, the morning light from heaven is about 
to break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, and to guide us to the path of 
peace” (vs. 76-79).  
     Sometimes I feel like we get so wrapped up in the activities 
of Christmas and forget why we celebrate this festive, joyous 
season. The birth of Jesus brought the promised light and hope 
the world had so long been waiting for. Love came down from 
Heaven that night to save all those who believed. Because of 
His coming, we no longer have to live surrounded by the 
darkness of the world around us. No matter what we face here 
on earth, Jesus is greater. He will always be greater. He 
brought His eternal light to the world on that glorious night, 
and that fact alone gives us reason to celebrate and worship 
Him. As we take part in all the festivities of this Christmas 
season, remember to also pause and focus on the miraculous 
birth of Jesus. And the hope that came in that most unexpected 
way to bring light and love into our dark world. #bethelight 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsnofSVLjUDYSojQuGKbU_A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsnofSVLjUDYSojQuGKbU_A
https://www.facebook.com/fccmiamiok/
https://www.fccmiamiok.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fccmiamiokconnectgroups/


Give online: 

www.fccmiamiok.com/give 

Visit our website: 

www.fccmiamiok.com 

Email us: 

fccmiami@sbcglobal.net 

Like us on Facebook: 

Facebook.com/fccmiamiok 

Brian S. Brubaker - briansbrubaker@gmail.com 
Jerad Joslin - jeradjoslin@hotmail.com 
Lance Corter - lcorter34@gmail.com  

Kristen Steele - kkv@att.net 
Brandon Foster - brandon.foster83@gmail.com 

Amanda Bryson - fccmiami@sbcglobal.net 
Francine Ogle - frantic.ogle@gmail.com 

Brandon Fletcher - brandon.k.fletcher@gmail.com  
 

Sunday Services  
8:30 AM and 10:45 AM 

Sunday School—9:45 AM 

Wednesday Activities 
Family Prayer Time and FCC Kids—6:45 PM 

Cross Training Classes and FCC Youth—7:00 PM 

Sunday Morning 
Attendance 

 

December 6 
First Service: 94 
Second Service: 140  
Sunday School: 123 
 

December 13 
First Service: 102 
Second Service: 155 
Sunday School: 134 

FCC Missionary to Pray for in December – Ottawa County Salvation Army  
The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian Church. Its 
message is based on the Bible and its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. Our local Salvation  
Army serves all of Ottawa County by providing food, clothing, utility assistance, gas vouchers, housewares, 
and furnishings for families and individuals facing hard times or for special needs. They serve hundreds of 
families a month through their food pantry. Several of our church members volunteer here on a regular basis. 
They welcome volunteers, especially at Christmas during their Red Kettle money drive.   

Upcoming Events for Our FCC Holiday Season 
 

December 20—FCC Family Christmas at 6:00pm 
December 24 and 25—Office Closed, Merry Christmas! 
December 31 and January 1—Office Closed, Happy New Year! 
January 3—Taking Down the Greens at 2:00pm 
 

There will be no Wednesday Night Activities on  
December 16, 23, and 30! We will resume on January 6! 

In an effort to look out for one another and keep each other safe, 
FCC leadership is encouraging everyone to please wear your mask 

while you are walking through the church building. Thank you! 

These are postcards we received from a couple of students 
at one of our missions that we support, Cookson Hills. 
 

Thank you so much for supporting me. I have been at  
Cookson Hills for about a year. I really enjoy learning about 
God and growing with others who enjoy learning about God 
as well. Thanks again!  -Lana, 9th Grade 
 

Thank you for your support of Cookson Hills. I really enjoy 
the education I can get here as well as the school facility. I 
also enjoy working on things and spending time with my 
friends. God Bless. –Nate, 8th Grade 

Welcome to the family 
Ryan North, who was 

baptized at FCC on 
Wednesday, December 9! 

Welcome to the family 
Gaylen and Lori Hart. They 
placed their membership at 

FCC on Sunday, December 6! 

Welcome to the family 
Sherri Wright, who was 

baptized at FCC on 
Sunday, December 13! 

Congratulations to our FCC Parade Float 
Ministry for getting 2nd Place for Best 
Float in the Miami Christmas Parade! 


