
 
 
     It is my normal routine to have the radio 
on while driving. I usually jump between 
two Christian radio stations, wanting to 
hear music not talk. It was at the start of this 
month, when I didn’t push the button fast 
enough, that I heard the announcers talking 
about how early a person should put up 
their Christmas tree and decorations. Just 
that morning, I had noticed that one of our 
neighbors already had their Christmas tree 
up. I made a mental note that it was just the 
first week of November. “Wow, that is 
early,” I thought to myself.   
     The announcers on the radio were saying 
that research shows the sooner you put up 
the Christmas tree and the decorations, the 
less likely you will be a Grinch at Christmas. 
The Christmas tree and decorations bring 
back fond memories of Christmases past. So 
the conclusion, get those trees and 
decorations up early.   
      Not so fast. Do we miss something when 
we blow past Thanksgiving? Is there such a 
person as the Grinch who missed 
Thanksgiving? What about all the fond 
memories of family Thanksgivings? We 
have so much to be thankful for. I came 
across this “Prayer” of Thanksgiving. It 
made me stop to consider how blessed I am. 

     “Lord, thank You for this sink of dirty 
dishes, we have good food to eat. Thank you 
for this pile of dirty laundry, we have nice 
clothes to wear. I’d like to thank You for 
these unmade beds, they were all 
comfortable last night. My thanks for this 
bathroom, complete with splattered mirror, 
soggy towels and grimy lavatory, it’s still 
very convenient. Thank You for the finger-
smudged refrigerator that needs defrosting 
so badly, it has served us faithfully for a 
long time and inside are cool drinks and 
enough leftovers for another meal. Thank 
You for this oven that absolutely must be 
cleaned today, it has baked us many good 
things over the years. 
     Our whole family is grateful for that tall 
grass that needs mowing, we all enjoy our 
private yard. Thank You for that slamming 
screen door—the children are healthy and 
able to run and play. 
     Lord, the presence of all these chores 
awaiting me says that You have richly 
blessed this family. I shall do them all 
cheerfully and gratefully. Amen.” 
     Friends, we are truly blessed. This 
Thanksgiving season, don’t allow gratitude 
and thankfulness to get lost in the hustle 
and bustle of life. 
 
 Serving Jesus together,  
  Brian   

 

 

• November 27—Office Closed at 12:00, No 

Wednesday Night Activities 

• November 28 & 29—Office Closed 

• December 1—Poinsettia Order Forms and 

Money are Due 

• December 1—Hanging of the Greens and 

Evening Service 4:30, No Choir Practice 

• December 2—Middle School Pulse 3:30-5:00 

• December 3—Going Like 60 Gift Exchange 

• December 4—Throwback Youth Team Night 

• December 4—Shepherding U 8:00 

• December 8—Missions 1:00 

• December 8—Elders and Deacons 2:00 

• December 8—Card Ministry 5:00 

• December 8—Poinsettia Presentation 6:00 

• December 10—Quilters 10:00 

Senior Minister - Brian S. Brubaker 

Email: briansbrubaker@gmail.com 

Office Number: (918) 542-9816 



 

ATTENTION ALL 9-12 GRADE STUDENTS:  
 

Please join us during the Sunday School hour 
as we study the book of John—Sunday  

mornings at 9:45am in the PARTY! 

First Semester Dates for Middle School 
PULSE: 12-2, 12-16  

TEAM NIGHTS: 

12-4: Throwback Night {Lindsey Smith 

 and Ann Meador} 

12-11: Neon Night {Kaiden Chenoweth} 

Come dressed in your best to earn points 

for your team! 

There will be no Wednesday night activities 

on November 27 or December 18! 

Parents: Please pick up an  
End of the Year Calendar  

For details about the Sunday School Christmas Program! 
 

Kids' Calendar 

November 27th—No Wednesday Night Activities 

December 1st—Hanging of Greens at 4:30*** 

December 4th—Kids’ Christmas Party 

December 8th—Poinsettia Presentation at 6:00*** 

December 11th—Family Night in Fellowship Hall 

       A Charlie Brown Christmas  

December 15th—Kids’ Sunday School Program*** 

December 18th—No Wednesday Night Activities 

December 22nd—Evening Family Christmas*** 

December 25th—No Wednesday Night Activities 

December 29th—No Evening Service 

January 1st—No Wednesday Night Activities 

January 8th—Choir Practice Begins 
 

 ***Kids will meet with their family in the Auditorium  

Youth and Children Sunday School Program 
December 15 at 6:00pm 

All kids need to arrive at 5:45! 
 

Our kids, Kindergarten—5th Grade, will join the 
youth in presenting the Christmas story and singing 
Christmas carols. They may wear their Sunday best. 
Baby nursery kids will join them for a song, and may 

also wear their Sunday best. 
 

Preschool (ages 2-5) will do a skit and songs that we 
have been working on during Sunday School and 

Wednesday nights.  
 

Thank you to all our Sunday School and Wednesday 
night teachers who help with our Christmas  
program every year! You are such a blessing! 

Poinsettia Tree Presentation 
 

Our kids, Preschool—5th Grade, will help this year 
with the Poinsettia Tree Presentation on Sunday night,  
December 8. They will need to wear their Sunday best 

and will help walk the poinsettias down the aisle to the 
trees on the stage. Please meet in the Power Zone at 

5:30pm. Preschoolers will help deliver one poinsettia 
then return to Creation City for an activity in their class.  
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One of my favorite parts about December and the 
Christmas season is seeing our church building take on a 
total makeover with Christmas decorations. I love the 
garland, banners, and trees all over our building. Of 
course, what I really love the most are the lights. I love to 
see the lights create a glow when the other lights in the 
building are off. There’s something peaceful and relaxing 
about slowing down and enjoying that ambience.   

     Contrastingly, when all those Christmas decorations 
are taken down at the church (or in my house), every-
thing seems so bare by comparison. Others have shared 
this sentiment with me: it’s kind of a bummer. The point 
is not how bare it feels in January, but that we feel this 
way because of how beautiful it looks in December! Even 
members of our community notice and can’t help but 
comment about how beautiful our church is each year. 

     It’s that time of year again! This Sunday, we will be 
decorating our building and singing “It’s Beginning to 
Look a Lot Like Christmas” as the evening unfolds. Each 
Sunday School class will have an area of the building 
that they will be in charge of decorating, and we will all 
work together as we bring Christmas back to our church 
building for another year. 

     Behind the scenes of our Christmas decorating are two 
extraordinary ladies: JoAnn Milam and Brenda Evans. 
There are many others who carry significant roles in the 
process of decorating, but the “brains behind the  
organization” are these two. Each year, they think of 
what could be improved, and how to better organize the 
efforts (and the storage). Brenda and JoAnn brainstorm 
throughout the year about the themes and color schemes 
that everything is centered around. They make plans for 
new additions and spend countless hours preparing  
before everyone arrives on the Sunday evening of our 
Hanging of the Greens. Just this morning (Monday), I 
watched JoAnn carry in bows that she had been carefully 
preparing at home in order to add just the right touch to 
the festive colors. 

     Over the last few weeks, several ladies have also been 
painting little wooden birds that Terry Pryor cut out to 
go in the trees. Jan Allton, Patsy Coyne, Sally Gatewood, 
and Sue Sly have all joined JoAnn and Brenda in the 
painting efforts. 

     As you enjoy our beautiful decorations this December, 
please say a prayer of thanks for selfless servants like 
Brenda and JoAnn that help make it all possible! 
 

Hanging of the Greens—Sunday, December 1 at 4:30pm 

Area that each class is responsible for decorating: 

 Power Zone—Discovery, New Life, and Children 

 Auditorium—College and Purpose Driven 

 Fellowship Hall—New Beginnings 

 Chapel—Sooner 

 Foyer—Berean, Koinonia, and Step by Step 

 PARTY—Youth 

We hope you will join us for this fun evening! 



Give online: 

www.fccmiamiok.com/give 

Visit our website: 

www.fccmiamiok.com 

Email us: 

fccmiami@sbcglobal.net 

Like us on Facebook: 

Facebook.com/fccmiamiok 

Brian S. Brubaker - briansbrubaker@gmail.com 
Jerad Joslin - jeradjoslin@hotmail.com 
Lance Corter - lcorter34@gmail.com  

Kristen Steele - kkv@att.net 
Brandon Foster - brandon.foster83@gmail.com 

Amanda Bryson - fccmiami@sbcglobal.net 
Francine Ogle - frantic.ogle@gmail.com 

Brandon Fletcher - brandon.k.fletcher@gmail.com  
 

Sunday Services 
8:30 AM, 10:45 AM, 6:00 PM 

Sunday School—9:45 AM 
Choir—5:00 PM 

Wednesday Activities 
Prayer & Praise and FCC Kids—6:45 PM 

Cross Training Classes and FCC Youth—7:00 PM 

We would like to say thank you for all the cards, prayers, and 
phone calls before and after Bill’s surgery. Thank you to Jerad 
and Randa Reed for coming to be with us at the hospital. We are 
so blessed to have such a caring church family.  

 In Christ’s Love, Bill and Jeannette Robertson 

• November 27—Office Closed at Noon 

• November 28 & 29—Office Closed, Happy Thanksgiving! 

• December 1—Hanging of the Greens 4:30 

• December 8—Poinsettia Presentation 6:00 

• December 15—Youth and Kids Christmas Program 6:00 

• December 18—No Wednesday Night Activities  

• December 22—FCC Choir During Both Morning Services 

• December 22—FCC Family Christmas Service 6:00 

• December 24 & 25—Office Closed, Merry Christmas! 

• December 29—No Evening Service 

• December 31 & January 1—Office Closed, Happy New Year! 

• January 5—Take Down Christmas Decorations 

Ben and Sheri Scobee 
placed their  

membership at FCC  
on Sunday,  

November 17! 

Thank you for the nice get well cards. 
They are very much appreciated.  

 Love, Shirley Culver 

Going Like 60 will have a Gift Exchange on  
Tuesday, December 3 from 10:00-12:00 in the  

Berean Room. Please bring a wrapped Christmas 
gift ($5 limit). It can be a food item, something you 

already have at home, or a purchased gift. Also, 
bring a snack to share! Hope to see you there! 

Through the month of December, 
we will be collecting supplies for 
Life Choices Pregnancy Center in 
Joplin! Please bring your tag with 
the item and leave it unwrapped 

under the Tree of Life in the Foyer! 

Taking the Message of Jesus to Area Communities 
Our 2019 FCC Christmas float theme is “Christmas Begins with 
Christ.” Here are our parade dates and locations: 

 Wednesday, December 4 at 7:00pm—Columbus, KS 

 Thursday, December 5 at 7:00pm—Vinita 

 Saturday, December 7 

10:00am—Picher 

12:00pm—Quapaw 

2:00pm—Baxter Springs, KS 

3:00pm—Commerce 

6:00pm—Miami 

 Saturday, December 14 

10:00am—Peoria 

12:00pm—Fairland 

5:30pm—Grove 

Very few parade entries 
represent the true  

meaning of Christmas, 
and thousands of people 
will view these parades. 
Please pray the message 
of Christ will touch the 

eyes and hearts of many! 


